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VIRGINIA CULVER (MRS. JOHN H.) 


Board of Governors 

P.O. BOX 96, THIENSVILLE, WISCONSIN 63092 


June 20, 1969 


Tos Numismatic Terms Standardization Committee 

Enclosed is a compilation of the terms and definitions submitted by 
nine faithful members of this committee* Thank you so much for your diligent 
work on your assignment 2 

Please check over the terms and definitions and should you have any 
corrections or additions, I would like to he^r from you by July 4th* These 
will be added in their corrected form to the existing terras and definitions 
that were first published last year at convention time* We will have a 
larger dictionary of numismatic terras and defintitns ready for the coming 
convention* 


Sincerely^ 



ASSAY PIECE. Trial piece. 


-A- 


AU. Abbreviation for gold. 

AUCTION. Method of selling by which items are presented for sale to highest offer. 

(See Auction Terms: Consignor, Reserve, Minimum bid, Book, etc.) 

— B- 

BANK NOTE. A promissory note issued by a bank, usually payable to bearer, intended 
to circulate as money. 


BROKEN BANK NOTE. Strictly speaking, the note of a ’’broken" or defunct bank, 

but often applied to any obsolete bank note. (See Obsolete) 

-C- 


COUNTER. The numerals on a bank note or paper money, frequently over a geometric 

design, which indicate the face value or denomination. 

-E~ 


ENGRAILED EDGE. 


_F- 

FACE. The two faces of a coin are the Obverse and Reverse. 

•% 

FEUCHTWANGER METAL, A composition resembling nickel, which receives its 
nape from Dr. Lewis Feuchtwanger , who endeavored to induce the United States 

t 

Congress in 1837 to adopt it for the manufacture of the minor coins. 

FIAT MONEY. The name given to a paper currency issued by a government but which 

i 

is not redeemable in coin or bullion. 


FIELD. The blank space on either side of a coin not occupied by the head, 
inscriptions, etc. 

FILLET HEAD. The name given to a variety of the United States Cents and half 
Cent3 issued from 1796 to 1807 on which the hair of the head of Liberty is tied 


with a ribbon 


I 


-F- 

FIND. A term applied to a discovery of coins. 

FLAN. (= plane he t ) The blank piece of metal which is to receive the impression 

for the coin. 

FLEUR de COIN. (French) Mint condition. 

FRACTIONAL CURRENCY. This term is usually applied to an issue of paper money of 
the United States of America which appeared from 1362 to 1876 inclusive. The 
values ranged from three to fifty Cents. 

FUGIO CENT. A copper, 'about the size of the United States Large Cent, dated 1787. 

A sundial, FUGIO 1787 and the motto W MIND YOUR BUSINESS” are on the obverse. The reverse 
bears an outer circle of thirteen links in a chain, an inner circle is inscribed 
UNITED STATES and within it the motto, WE ARE ONE in three lines. 


-G- 

GEORGIUS TRIUMPHO. A copper coin, of the half-penny struck in England in 1783, for 

i 

circulation in the Colonies of North America. The reverse bears a figure of 
Liberty with the legend VOCE POPULI. 

GLOBULAR, (coins) Applied to coins more of less spherical in shape; (Byzantine 
coins of considerable thickness and small diameter and the so-called Bullet 
Money of Siam.) 

i • 

GOBRECHT DOLLARS. The name given to a series of United States pattern coins 
struck in 1836, 1838, and 1839, and of which there are twenty varieties. They 
receive their name from Christian Gobrecht, who was assistant engraver at the 
mint in Philadelphia, and whose narile appears on some of the specimens. 

GOOD SAMARITAN SHILLING. A silver piece dated 1652, never intended for a coin. 


GRANBY COPPERS. See HIGLEY COPPERS 


GfiAND BRONZE. (= Great or Large Bronze). 

GREEN BACKS. The name given to certain legal-tender, non-interestbearing notes 
of the United States, because the reverses were printed in green ink. 

GUN MONEY. A debased coinage issued by James II in Ireland, in 1689 and 1690 
as crowns, half-crowns, shillings and six pences. The metal used came from old 
cannons. 

-I- 

IMPRINT. The name of the printer on a bank note or other financial paper. 

-K- 

KENTUCKY CENT. An eighteenth century English copper token containing a design of 

15 stars in an equalateral triangle, each star containing an abbreviation of 

one of the first 15 of the United States. Kentucky was admitted to the Union 
• » 
as the fifteenth state on June 1, 1792. 


LETTERED EDGE. 


*M* 

MAUNDY MONEY. 'A series of four small British silver coins, consisting of the 
Penny, Twopence, Threepence and Fourpence (Groat), first struck in the reign 
of Charles II ( 166 O-I 684 ) • The first issues were undated; the first dated issues 
were in 1668. The earliest Maundy Money until George II ( 1727-1760) was ordinary 
coin of the realm. In certain years no Maundy denominations were struck and 
occasionally the set was issued incomplete. Maundy Money since 1822 has been issued 
every year and is increasingly a relic of obsolete silver currency, especially struck for 
the Royal Bounty given to poor persons on Maundy Thursday ( the Thursday before 
Easter). The Bounty is given to as many men (and the same number of women) as the 
monarch has years of age. The ceremony usually takes place in Westminster Abbey. 


-M- 

MILLED EDGE, The result of a minting process which upsets or thickens the 
edge of a coin, enabling it to stack. This process is usually performed 

I 

before the planchets are struck with the intended dies, 

-N- 

NATIONAL BANK NOTE, Paper money issued by national banks in accordance with the 
National Bank Act of February 25, 1963. 

NATIONAL COIN WEEK. An annual observance sponsored by the American Numismatic 
Association to acquaint the public with the attractions of coin collecting. 

N 

/ 

NATIONAL CURRENCY. Official name for national bank notes and Federal Reserve 
bank notes. 

NATIONAL GOLD BANK NOTE. Paper money issued by some California banks, authorized by 
July 12, 1870. 

NEVADA DOLLAR. Dollar-size medal, struck Jjy U.S. Mint to commemorate Nevada’s 

participation in Philadelphia Centennial of 1876. 

% 

NEWBY, MARK. (St. Patrick) Halfpence sqid to be struck in Dublin, Ireland and brought 
to New Jersey in 1681 by Mark Newby. 

i 

NEWCOMB. A system of attribution based upon Howard R. Newcomb’s listing in 
” United States Copper Cents 1816-1857.” 

i 

NEW ENGLAND (N.E.) SHILLING. First metallic currency in English Americas, ordered 
in silver by General Court in 1652. 

NEW ENGLAND ELEPHANT TOKEN. Pieces- believed to be struck in England as a promotional 
piece to increase American interest in Carolina planation in 1694. 

NEW ENGLAND STIVER. Token struck in Holland believed to be used by Dutch merchants 


in New Amsterdam for change in 17th century. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE CENT. Coin of pure copper authorized by New Hampshire state of representative 
March 13, 1776. 

NEW JERSEY CENTS. Coppers authorized Junel, 1786, by New Jerseju Colonial 
Legislature independently struck. 

NEW YORKE TOKEN. Piece believed to be struck in Holland, sometime between 1664 and 1710. 
NICKEL. A nearly silver-white hard malleable ductile, metallic element. 

NICKEL. U.S. five-cent piece regularly containing 25 per cent nickel and 75 per cent 
copper; Canadian five-cent piece; five cents, U.S. 

NICKEL, THREE CENTS. Three-cent pieces of 75 per cpnt copper, 25 percent nickel, 
issued from 1865 to 1889. 

NON VIRTUTI VICI CENT. (New York) Issue of cents attributed to New York in 1786. 

■% 

NORRIS, GRIEG&NORRIS. One of the first, if not the first of the California 
private gold coins, struck in 1849 and 1850. 

NORTH AFRICAN NOTES. U.S. silver cettiflcates, $1, $5 and $10 with yellow seals, 
used by U. S. armed forces in North Africa and Sicily during World War II. 

NORTH AMERICAN TOKEN. Piece struck in Dublin, Ireland, dated 1781, and sent to 
America in large quantities. 


«N- 

NORTH WALES HALFPENNY. A h.lfpsnny .truck in North Wals. in 1795 bearing the 
portrait of George Washington* 

NORTH WEST TOKENS. Token, dated 1820, good for one beaeer, u.ed among fur 
traders of Washington, Oregon and western Canada* 

NOVA CAESAREA CENTS. A rarlet, of New Jer.er cent, bearing the legend Not. 
CAESAREA (New Jersey)* 

NOVA CONSTBLLATIO COPPERS. Piece, .aid to be .truck in 1783 and 1785. po.»iblr 
in England, and inported for African circulation by Gouverneur Morri.. 

NUMISMATICS. The .cience, study or collecting of coin., token., nedal., paper 
' money, order., decoration, and .inil.r numismatic-related object.. 

NUMISMATIST. A person knowledgeable in the .cience of numismatic.. 

-a. »0« 

OBSOLETE BANK NOTH. A note of a bank which no longer exists in the form of the 
bank which issued it. A better term than "broken” bank note, as many note- 
issuing banks converted or liquidated without failing* 

\ -P- 

t 

proof. ( add 2nd definition ) A bank note or other paper money specially printed 
as a sample or for other purpose but not intended for circulation and usually 
on paper other than that used for regular issue notes* 

PUNCH* ( or CUT ) CANCELLED. A bank note, draft or other 1 paper money obligation 
*hich has been invalidated by punching or’ cutting out a portion thereof. 


-R- 


-R- 

REEDED EDGE. , The result of a minting process which creates serratidns on the 
edge of a coin, generally at right angles to the larger surface. This process 

is usually performed simultaneously with the striking of the planchets with the 

/ 

intended die a 

-S- 

SACRAMENTAL TOKENS. Church or Communion Tokens. (See Communion Tokens.) 

SAINT PATRICK’S MONEY. More commonly known as U.S. Colonial coins, Newby Coppers, 
because Mark Newby brought them from Ireland to New Jersey in 1681. Exist in 
Half Pence and Farthings, with the figure of King David kneeling and playing a 
harp on the obverse. Reverse with figure of St. Patrick with a cross or crozier 
. in his hand. 

SAND DOLLAR or SAND CAST DOLLAR. A mexican Peso cast in Chihuahua by Ferdinand 
Vll, during the Revolutionary period. (1812-1821) 

SERRATED COINS. Called Nummi Serrati, from Serra, a saw, are characterized by 
having their edges indented like the teeth of a saw. Examples occur among the 
Chalques in Syrian coinage, and in certain Roman Consular Denarii. 

SHIN PLASTER. A terra applied to Continental currency, U.S. fractional currency 

I 

and sometimes state bank notes, particularly when the value was questionable. 

SHIPS, COLONIES and COMMERCB TOKENS. Series of copper tokens issued in the early 
part of the nineteenth century for use in Canada. They are so-called from the 
inscription on one side, the reverse bearing a ship or a bust. There are about 
forty minor varieties. (See Breton 997-1002.) 


SILLY HEAD. A popular name for one of the varieties of the 1839 Cents of the 


u.s. It has an idiotic looting head of Liberty on the obverse. 

SILVER. The metal which has played the greatest part in the world's monetary 
systems. It is generally supposed that it was first employed for coins in 
Aegina about the seventh century B.C. 

SOU TOKENS. A series of eppper tokens issued by the Bank of Montreal, to over- 
come the want of change issued by the demonetising of the private coppers and brass 
pieces current in Canada. (See Breton No*s. 670-716.) 

SPADE MONEY. The name given to certain or the primitive and ancient coins 
China, that resemble ppades or pitchforks, and which were probably derived from 
actual implements following the barter state of that people. These pieces are 
sometimes called Pu Coins, but this name should be more correctly given to the 
smaller coins derived from the spades. The earliest were uninscribed tnd 
for the most part, have hollow square handles filled with terra-cotta. Some 
later forms have a plain flat handle. They were made from prehistoric times to 
about 225 B.C. Closely related to these are the above mentioned Pus and Weight 

Money c 

SPRINKLE DOLLAR. A silver coin bearing this name is said to have been manufact- 
ured by an individual named Josiah Sprinkle. The pieces were claimed to have 
been coined circa 1830-1835. (See American Journal of Numismatics XXX. 84) 

I 

STELIA. An experimental coin of the United States,, the value of which, Four 
Dollars, is based on the metric system, being intended to serve as an international 
coin. These coins were made on the request of the U.S. Minister to Austria, 
their exact value, Three Dollars and eighty-five cents, being that of the lormer 
Austrian eight Florin piece. The name is derived from the large five pointed 

star on the reverse and they are the work of W.W. Hubbell, the patentee of goloid 
metal e They were issued at the Philadelphia Mint in 1879 and 1880, and were 


-s- 

composed of six grammes of pure gold, three of silver and one of copper. 

SUTLER'S TOKENS or CHECKS. Tokens issued by army canteen-keepers redeemable for 
merchandise primarily during and immediately preceeding the Civil War. 

-W- 

WAMPUM. Bead money of North American Indians, originally white beads, but later 
applied to any color,, 

WASHINGTON PIECES, Series of coins and tokens made from 1783-1795, roughly, 
mostly copper, which passed as money in the early United States, although issued 
by no authorized agency. They capitalized on Washington's popularity. Many 
were made in England, and the origin of some is unknown. All had Washington’s 
bust on at least one side. 

WHITE CBNTS. Name given to copper-nickel small cents and sometimes to 1943 
steel cents. 

WILDCAT MONEY. Popular name for pre-fivil War Broken Bank Notes (q.v.) 

WOODEN NICKELS. Substitute for coins first used generally in the 1933 depression 

* 

, origination in Tenino, Washington in 1931. May be round or rectangular, and may 
now be found in an# denomination. Currently used for advertising purposes or as a 
f ad . 

\ 

WOOD’S COINAGE. Copper cfcins struck originally for Ireland in 1722 but un- 
popular there and brought to the American Colonies where they circulated. 

Those were the "Hibernia" pieces; he later struck the "Rosa Americana" 
presumably for the colonies. . 

WREATH. Variety of 1793 Cent with wreath on reverse, later used on many series* 

WEIGHT. U.S. coins are officially weighed in Troy measure, by grains, with 480 
grains to the ounce. (Aveirdupois Oz. ■ 437§ grains) 


-w- 


WIRE EDGE, Slight flange on coins caused by excess striking pressure, generally 
characteristic of Proof coins (also KNIFE BDGB) and Proof Medals, but can appear 
on any struck coins from the given cause. 

WARNTCKS. Nickname for Wartime silver nickels. 

WORKING DIE. Die with incuse design (usually) used to strike coins directly; 
receives MM punch at Philadelphia. 

WORKING HUB (HOB). Hub with relief design (usually) from which many working dies are 
made. 

/ 

-Y- 

YEDA SEN. A Japanese term for the numismatic item we identify as a money tree. 

Its application identifies a group of cast coins as arranged in their original 
multicast conf igueation. Yeda means tree; the cast configuration takes this 

t 

general form with long double rows of coins being cast from a central channel 
metal run. Sen refers to the coins most often cast in the "money tree" form, 
they b£ing copper pieces dating from the 8th century! 

YEOMAN (or Y) NUMBERS. Refers to catalog numbers assigned to modern foreign 
coins, i.e. since about 1850, in several reference works authored by R.S. Yeoman. 

YUAN. During the past century this term has been rather widely applied as 
silver dollar coins of China. In its original application, yuan identified a 
round coin, particularly a round coin with a central hole double the width of the 


field. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


July 23, 1969 


Mrs. Virginia Culver 
P.O.Box 96 

Thiensville, Wisconsin 53092 
Deer Virginia: 

With respect to your June 20, 1969 bulletin 
relating to numismatic terms, I was very sorry that 
on July 2, 1969, when it reached me, I was on vacation 
in A s ia . 

I am sure that other members of the committee 
must have written in extensive corrections but Just 
wanted you to know that I will be glad to work on it 
if it still needs treatment. The new definitions 
are in very great need of correction, as there are 
many errors. 

I will see you at the convention. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEK MAN HUM ISM/TIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Chartered by Congress 

VIRGINIA CULVER (MRS. JOHN H.) 

Board of Governors / 

P.O. BOX 96, THIENSVILLE, WISCONSIN 53092 


August 27, 1969 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

P.O. Box 14020 

St. Louis, Mo. 63178 


Dear Eric, 

My congratulations to you on the Farran Zerbe Award! It is always a pleasure 
when a deserving person wins such an honor. 

Hope you haven’t forgotten that you volunteered your valuable help for the 
"terms that are to go into the next printing. I have had headquarters hold up 
that printing until I hear from you on it. I realize it is a burdensome thing 
but do hope that you can spare some time soon to tackle it for me. As you noted 
in our conversation, the definitions are varied and some of them rather useless. 
They need to be put into the same type of form that the first booklet carried. 

My assignment for the next two years is a big one! Herb has brought under 
one head several committees which all have the general nature of EDUCATION - 
terms, library, slides, seminar, reprints * I asked that you be a member of 
this committee. The committee is not large and then I can break it down into 
sub-committees to work on the various aspects of this committee. I do hope that 
you will help me out on this again. I know that these ANA committee assignments 
will not be out yet, but wanted to give you a little advance notice with a plea 
that your answer will be YES, (I’m not the one to notify you, either). 

Your initiation into the NLG will be a cinch with Margo and Maury's names 
as sponsors 1 



L 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6^50 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


August 29, 1969 


' rs. John H. Culver 

American Numismatic Association 

P.O.Box 96 

Thiensville, Wisconsin 53092 
Dear Virginia: 

Thank you for your nice letter of 
August 27, 1969 with respect to the Farran Zerbe 
avjerd. ft means a lot to me and the fact that 

you went out of your way to mention it means even 
more • 


T already received the appointment to 
work on your Education Committee and will be 
delighted to serve. 

1 certainly have not forgotten about 
making changes to the new definitions but I thought 
you were going to send me the revision which had 
been made by others already. All I h*ve is the 
original circularise tion which was sent at the 
end of June and T assumed there were revisions 
mrne to that. Cleese advise me whether there 
were changes end, if so, what they were. 


kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 






EHf/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 




V 












BUNGTOWN. A humorous Arserican name originally 
applied to imitations of British halfpence which 
were minted and circulated in America during the 
1 7 Bli — 89 period, some bearing fictitious dates. 

The name continued to be used in Hew England 
during the first half of the nineteenth century 
with reference to any copper coins of depreciated 
or insignificant value. 




*• -» 


KENTUCKY CENT. An eighteenth century English 
copper token containing a design of 15 stars 
in an equilateral triangle, each star containing 
an abbreviation of one of the first 15 of the 
United States. Kentucky was admitted to the 
Union as the fifteenth state on June 1, 1792. 


3ept,23»1969 


Mr, Adna Wilde 

American Numismatic Bssociation 
P.O.Box 2366 

Colorado Springs, Colo. 80901 
Dear Adnet 


There is enclosed herewith a completely revised 
text of the definitions to be publishe d by the Numismatic 
Terms Standardization Committee. This was done at the suggestion 
of Virginia Culver and in the interests of speed it is done 
in longhand. I certainly hope that the printer can read my 
writing. If it would be helpful we can proofread the type 
and we certainly would want Virginia to do so also as she 
has not as yet seen the myriad of changes. No copy of the 
changes has been sent to her as she has enough to do with- 
out having to go over all these technical details. 

This revision is being sent to you although it 
might have been sent to Ed. I have no information as to 
which one of you is incharge of it. 

Please take it from here. 

My secretary has gone home and thus the typewriting 
is as bad as my longhand. 

Kindest r gards, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


By 



President 


ccs Mrs. Virginia Culver 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Chartered by Congress 


December 19 , 1969 

t. 


Mrs. Virginia Culver 
P.0. Box 96 
Thiensville ITT 53092 




Dear Virginia: 

I have just checked with the printer and I should have galley proofs 
on the Numismatic Dictionary either by tomorrow morning or Monday 
morning. As soon as I receive them I will fire off a copy to you and 
one to Eric. 

There were numerous changes in the proposed copy and I think it would 
be best if the both of you got together with the changes so that we 
would have only one set to give to the printer. 


\ 


I am having only the additions and corrections set and I had the printer 
save the original type and we will put it all together and do the paste- 
up here at the office. The new dictionary should be just about twice the 
size of the last edition. 


Sincerely , 


EDWARD C. ROCHETTE 
Editor 

ECR/pm 


cc: 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 



THE NUMISMATIST 

Official Publication of 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Edward C. Rochette 
Editor 

P. 0. BOX 2366, COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 80901 
December 24, 1969 



Mr. Eric P. Newman 
P.0. Box 14020 
St. Louis M0 63178 

Dear Eric: 

Enclosed are the galley proofs for just the additions and corrections 
to the Numismatic Dictionary. These will be added in their appropriate 
place in the dictionary when I paste-up. 

This is "railroad" copy meaning that it has not been proofread at all. 

I would appreciate you looking it over and noting any and all corrections. 
As soos as I get back your copy and the one from Virginia I will combine 
the corrections and see that the book is printed. 

We are completely out of dictionaries here at headquarters so the sooner 
we get this back the sooner I get it into print. 


Thanks again. 



ECR/pm 

end 



* * 


